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Said hOUSiU'^aVing an inner surtiace with ihe sam^!'Cini7^ttrre-as4^ 
outer surface of said outer ring so that said outer ring can^tat^freely and 
smoothly about any axis within said housing;...^'^-"'''^^ 

said housing having ciradafsurface openings situated opposite 
each other and said inngj>ring of said coupler device having a circular hole 
which aligns wkh^id surface openings as means for insertion of a locking 
pin devjpe^fo securely engage said double-ring coupler device within said 


^^ndly add the following new claimsTj 

qj^, ^^^(New)-7^m-Tmprov^ trailer hitching apparatus cOmpii^ing? 
first and second walls in opposed, spaced apart relation; 
means attached to said first and second walls fOT/4m)unting said 
apparatus to a towing vehicle; 

an outer, substantially annulus-shaped/™ig having inner walls 
defining an opening, said inner walls havipg a concave configuration, said 
outer ring being configured to be recei^d between said opposed first and 
second walls; 

an inner, substantiaUy'annulus-shaped ring, said inner ring having 
an opening and an outej^xonvex surface, said inner ring being positioned 
within said opening/of said outer ring, said outer convex surface of said 
inner ring having substantially the same curvature as said inner concave 
walls of said/outer ring, and said outer ring somewhat overlapping said 
inner ring to hold them together operationally such that said outer ring can 
rotate fteely on any axis about said inner ring, said irmer and outer rings 
together forming a coupler device; 

/ means attached to said outer ring for attaching said coupler device 
i^frtrailer; 
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a looking^iii upc i a iively "asso ciated willi said o pp o sed Jm 
second walls and configured to be received througb--sdtropem^ 
inner ring when said coupling^jlewJeTs disposed betwe^j^id opposed 
first and secon^Mv^irso as to couple said coupling^^^ce to said means 
fop nrfiiTnting snid nppnmturi to a towiny 

3. (New) The trailej>^tching apparatus of Claim 2, further 
comprising a housing^^^^A^erein said housing includes an opening 
configured to recpi^e an end of said coupler device therethrough, and 
wherein s^d^ first and second walls comprise opposed walls of said 


4. (New) The trailer hitching Apparatus of Claim 2, 
wherein said locking pin extends a long an axis, and 
wherein said housing comprises 
coupler device into a position such that 


walls configured to guide said 
aid opening of said inner ring is 


aligned with said axis defined by said looking pin. 


5. (New) The trailer hitching apparatus of Claim 3, wherein 
said housing comprises a curved inner ^rface. 

sJog^rVe. £$few)^Fhe-trai tei^ hitchitlg appara t us uf Claii^^ 

said outer ring has an outer conyex-^suffiac^''''^affiti same general 
curvature as the curvpWffiier surface of said housing such that said outer 
ring can rpMen*eely and smoothly about any axis within (said/ spherical 
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7. ""•Q^gw)^"Tfae-4faiier4ntd m a pp aia t u s "uf Claim wheret 
said housing is substantially hemispherical in shape, and whereig/^aid 
opening is substantially circular in shape. 

8. (New) The trailer hitching apparatus of Claim 7, wherein 
said housing has a substantially hemispherical inner surface, and wherein 
said outer ring has an outer convex surface ivith the same general 
curvature as the inner surface of said housing s;iiK;h that said outer ring can 
rotate freely and smoothly about any axis wimin said spherical housing. 


9 (New) The trailer hitdnng apparatus of Claim 3, 
;f wherein said housing comprises an aperture therethrough through 

y3 which an end of said locking pin is inserted, and 

wherein said housing comprises an engagement means situated 
f=U opposite said aperture for engaging said end of said locking pin; 

\ / 

5 whereby wi^en said locking pin extends through said aperture, 

;i through said opening in said inner ring, and engages said engagement 

C3 means, said locking pin couples said coupling device to said housing. 

10. (New) The improved trailer hitching apparatus of Claim 3, 
fur^er comprising a plurality of connected guide walls operatively 
- with-q m aJmnging anH (^f^jp yA ygjp g ff^f^nvard aho u t said opening^ 



REMARKS 

Claim 1 has been amended, and new Claims 2-10 have been added. 
Claims 1-10 remain in the application for reissue. Examination of the application for 
reissue of the patent in view of the foregoing amendments is respectfully requested. 
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